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1 . DMC MK AMNON RUBINSTEIN DECLARED ON MAY 22 THAT HE 
FAVORED HIS PARTY'S DEPARTURE EROM THE COALITION UNLESS THERE 
IS AN EARLY CHANGE IN THE GOVERNMENT'S POLICY ON PEACE NEGO- 
TIATIONS. RUBINSTEIN SAID HE WILL TRY TO PERSUADE PARTY 
CHAIRMAN YIGAEL YADIN TO GIVE THE GOVERNMENT NO MORE THAN 
"A FEW WEEKS" TO MORE TOWARD GREATER MODERATION. 
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2. THE NEXT DAY YADIN SHARPLY REBUKED RUBINSTEIN AT A PARTY 
MEETING FOR AIRING HIS CRITICISM IN PUBLIC BEFORE COMPLAINING 
IN A PARTY FORUM. INDICATING HE MIGHT NOT BE ADVERSE TO A 
PARTY SPLIT, YADIN SAID, "A SMALLER, THOUGH PLURALISTIC, 

PARTY IS BETTER THAN SOMETHING BIGGER WHICH BORDERS ON 
ANARCHY." 
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3. MEANWHILE, DMC MINISTER OF LABOR AND SOCIAL BETTERMENT 
ISRAEL KATZ ALSO HINTED TO REPORTERS HIS CONCERN WITH HIS 
PARTY'S LACK OF INFLUENCE IN THE GOVERNMENT. AND ANOTHER 
DMC MK, ZEIDAN ATCHE, WHO IS NOT USUALLY IDENTIFIED WITH 
RUBINSTEIN'S FACTION, CAME OUT IN FAVOR OF LEAVING THE 
COALITION. 

4. COMMENT: RUBINSTEIN'S REMARKS LEFT NO DOUBT THAT HIS 
STATEMENTS LAST MONTH SUPPORTING THE BEGIN PEACE PLAN DID 
NOT SIGNAL HIS REHABILITATION WITHIN THE COALITION. HE 
CONTINUES TO LEAD THE DMC DISSIDENTS-A FACT ONE OE THE STAL- 
WARTS OF THE GROUP, MK SHMUEL TOLEDANO, CONFIRMED TO US A 
FEW HOURS PRIOR TO RUBINSTEIN'S TV INTERVIEW. TOLEDANO WAS 
UNCERTAIN AS TO THE PROSPECTS OF A PARTY SPLIT BUT IN A 
SEPARATE CONVERSATION, MK MORDECHAI ELGRABLI, A YADIN LOYAL- 
IST, DISCOUNTED THE LIKELIHOOD OF A DIVISION BEFORE THE 

JUNE 28 ELECTION OF A NEW DMC COUNCIL. ELGRABLI CHARACTERIZED 
THE PUBLIC INTRA-PARTY BICKERING AS PART OF THE ELECTION 
CAMPAIGN, BUT HE DID NOT RULE OUT THE POSSIBILITY THAT THE 
RUBINSTEIN EACTION WOULD BOLT DMC AND LEAVE THE COALITION 
AFTER THE JUNE 28 MEETING IF THEY FEEL ISOLATED WITHIN THE 
PARTY. THAT POLL COULD BE A DECISIVE TEST OF THE PARTY'S 
COHESIVENESS AND FUTURE IN THE GOVERNMENT. YADIN AND BEGIN 
KNOW THIS AND WILL PRIVATELY SEEK TO PREVENT IT FOR THE 
SAKE OF DMC AND GOVERNMENT SOLIDARITY. FOR THEIR PART, 
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RUBINSTEIN AND HIS COLLEAGUES HAVE CRAWLED A CONSIDERABLE 
DISTANCE OUT ON A LIMB. IT MAY BE THAT WHEN THEY LOOK DOWN 
AND SEE THE ALTERNATIVE OF OBSCURITY AND IMPOTENCE IN 
OPPOSITION, THEY MAY THINK IT OVER ONCE AGAIN. HOWEVER, 

YADIN'S OPPONENTS WITHIN THE DMC ARE NOW MORE CONFIDENT 
THAN AT ANY TIME IN THE RECENT PAST. THEY INCREASINGLY 
BELIEVE THAT IT COULD BE YADIN AND NOT HEMSELVES, WHO 
IN THE END WOULD FEEL FORCED TO GIVE. 

LEWIS 
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